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We had the opportunity to take part in a Training
event about Edugaming VS Radicalisation Strategies for Beginners: It was the 1stpart of the
Training event and it took place in Tortona, Italy.
The first training event of the EduGaming VS
Radicalisation project in Tortona has been
successfully completed,

the youth workers were
gathered to achieve the
goal of creating a game
from
our
project
partners from Estonia
(Panoke),
North
Macedonia
(Next
Generation) and our
hosting partner from
Italy (La Fenice).

During the first 2 days of the
training we focused on the
topic of Radicalization, and
explored good practices in
decreasing this sociopolitical
issue. At the same time all
partners shared and analyzed
the results of the previous
months research towards
radical or extremist
thoughts and beliefs conducted among youth
workers, students and young people.
The training also gave us the opportunity to
explore our entrepreneurial vibes and with all
the information and shared knowledge to
develop our own concepts, storyline and
narrative for
online digital
games
in
order to tackle
the
social
issues caused
by
radicalization.

This training is part of a KA2 Erasmus+ project in
which we are partners and through the
experience and cooperation of all involved
parties we will try to make 3 online games and
publish them on the online gaming platform.

Last but not least, through a series of workshops
with the digital technician specialists, we learned
how to improve our digital communication
strategy and become more efficient game
developers! We came back with great
experiences, ideas and new knowledge, which
we are ready to share with our local groups in
Jerez and work together towards a more
educative digital future!

Showing solidarity but how?
On 24 February 2022 Russia invaded Ukraine and a war of
aggression started.
Every day, every minute there are new stories of horror
popping up on our phones, nearly every second day there
are new atrocities and inhumanities revealed to the world.
As a German living in Spain I often feel a little helpless
facing this situation - and I am sure I am not the only one..
You feel unconscious in view of the cold-blooded abuse of
power. A dictator and his entourage going for their goal of
establishing an empire based on fear and hostility.

But how can every single one of us deal with this situation?
How can we react, how can we show solidarity with
Ukraine?
At AJ Inter we had the privilege to welcome four girls from
Ukraine in our last KA3 project "Participation and real
politics". The main goal was to present different
possibilities of political participation for youngsters and the
various systems of democracy that exist in our countries of
origin.

Showing solidarity but how?
However, all of the participants will
possibly agree that the biggest
learning about each other.
To get to know the situation, the back
story of young people who are
directly affected by this direct
aggression of democracy.
I personally admire their contribution, their braveness and
their will to spread knowledge about the situation and
their personal story.
Together with Maryna and Anya we recorded a video
about their perspective and their personal situation.
Right at the moment none of them is
living in Ukraine, but both still have
family there. Anya told us that she and
her close family who flew to Romania
have the plan to return to Ukraine as
soon as possible. "Actually, we are
looking for some tickets for trains or
busses to go back", she explained.

Showing solidarity but how?
She is from Kyiv and was living in the city
when the war started. In the video she
remembers how she found out that the
war started. "We had explosions at 5.30
and during my sleep I heard the
explosions".

First, she couldn't figure out the reason for the noises she
heard and even thought of fireworks or construction works
taking place. But when she searched on the internet, the
word was already spread: Russia started the invasion.
For Maryna who lived in Sweden at the time
being the situation was especially difficult
to assess as she received a phone call of
her father during the night. "He told me:
"Maryna, please don't worry, but the war
began".
I personally cannot come close to imagining what thoughts
must race through your head when you realise: There is
someone, someone with enormous power who’s goal is to
destroy my country, my nation, probably even my people.
Brazenly. Indecorously. Mercilessly.

Showing solidarity but how?
However, my biggest take-away from this week was:
Communication is key.
Why do Ukrainian refugees decide to go back to Ukraine
where they have to live with the constant risk of being
killed?
Of course we can't generalise this answer, but one of the
main reasons is that they don't feel welcome in other
countries.
But this is exactly what we can change:
Reach out to them. Go on rallies. Donate
money, food and other goods. Help out
for example by providing flats or support
for administrative issues. And most
important: Show our solidarity by just
being there. Listening. Giving a hug.
Out of fear of triggering something, many of us obviated
addressing the topic of war in the first days of the project even though there was clearly something standing
between us.

Showing solidarity but how?
We have been incredibly cautious as we wanted to avoid
assiduously any way of offending our guests. And however
done out of good will, we unintentionally gave them the
impression of not being interested.
So, my appeal to the public: Ask people for their needs. If
they don't want to share their stories, it's their right. But
nobody will be offended by a respectful question of how to
support them. Because this is exactly what we have to do
right now:
"Europe must unite as never before.
Because in unity is our strength."
- Maryna and Anya

by Johanna

GRANADA, TE QUEREMOS - AND
NOW WE MOVE?!
“GRANADA IS THE PERFECT DREAM AND FANTASY, FOREVER
INEFFABLE… GRANADA WILL ALWAYS BE MORE MALLEABLE
THAN PHILOSOPHICAL, MORE LYRIC THAN DRAMATIC”
FEDERICO GARCÍA LORCA

Please don’t get me wrong. Jerez is a wonderful city. After
only three months I really feel at home here and I got to
know beautiful places, people and traditions and I am
extremely glad to be here. But one great advantage about
Jerez is that the city is perfectly located as a starting point
for travelling around in the region. So unluckily for Jerez
itself, eventually it has gotten into a little competition with
other cities.
Jerez, I have to tell you something.
No, of course it’s not about you, it’s
me! Let’s stay friends, right? But
you know, I was just overwhelmed
by her beauty, the stunningly
shaped landscape, the views and
perspectives I have never seen like
this, the small labyrinthine alleys,
the little shops selling handmade
products and food and … Okay, I am sorry. I will stop. But I
have to be honest: It was love at
the first sight.

One sunny Thursday, Erik, Louis
and I left our beloved city of Jerez
to enlarge our image of the world
with a long-weekend trip to
Granada, a place everybody has
always rhapsodised about:
A students’ city, they told us,
unique
architecture,
a
combination of culture and
diversion, a young city with a
varied nightlife, the astoundingly
Alhambra, everything within
walking distance. And last but
not least, they raved about
Granada’s perfect location close
to the Sierra Nevada.
So when we arrived in the
night, our expectations were
high and maybe we were a little
sobered up when Granada
welcomed us with agreeable
drizzle. However, entering our
(eco-)hostel reconciled us and
at the latest when we went out
again, the city’s charm had us
already in it’s clutches - in the
best way possible.

Starting
with
having
dinner
in
a
vegetarian/vegan-friendly
restaurant and going on to
an Irish pub with karaoke,
the first evening already
set
high
standards,
especially thanks to the
people we spent the
evening with.
Anastasia, another ESC
volunteer from Greece that
Erik, George and I knew
from
our
on-arrival
training, introduced us to
some of her friends and
some of them even joined
us to the hostel for a late
night drink - good Spanish tap water;) And - lo siento - but
it tasted way better than in Jerez…;)
The following days our group grew by some more people:
On Friday, Büsra from Turkey arrived and on Saturday,
two other volunteers Louis knew from his on-arrival
training joined our strolling.

In the evening, Marni finally managed her way to Granada.
Together we strolled around the city, discovered more of
the special spirit and bumped into other nice people we
spent some time with, like two German guys and a
Canadian from our hostel, more of Anastasia’s friends and
a guy from Belgium who could even recommend a techno
club - some other music than raggaeton, it was incredible;)

But the price for the best tour guide of the weekend for
sure goes to Anastasia. She showed us the best places,
districts, bars and restaurants with FREE tapas that have
more the size of entire meals, took us to clubs and parks,
so thanks so her we didn’t feel like tourists, but real locals
living ever since in Granada.

So Jerez, please don’t be mad at me. When we returned, I
immediately had a feeling of home here! Can you forgive
me my betrayal? I just couldn’t resist! But you see, we all
came back to you:)

OTRA VEZ VUELVO A VERTE!

Looking back moving forward
🇭🇷 🇪🇸 🇲🇰 🇹🇷 🇷🇸 🇮🇹

The project “Looking back moving forward” (an Erasmus +
project) took place in Sibenik in Croatia. Young people from
Spain, Italy, Croatia, Serbia, Macedonia and Turkey
gathered to share testimonies of previous generations,
explored some of the wars from further and closer past,
their consequences and lessons.
The main idea was to built
(theorically and practically) a
bridge between past and future
and became bearers of peace.
Through informal methods, we
revived the idea of cooperation,
learned to engage in constructive
dialogue discern false news in
the media and use empathy as
key history learning tool.

The project brought us
many things : reasoning,
how tu use empathy with
history and we debated
about the justification of
different wars. Those
activities
implied
the
question : how to reach
peace ?

For the last night, we prepared
a show for the “Evening of
Poetry and Performance“ held
at the Azimut Club. Through
the
performance,
we
presented more than 40
values, a little play related to
war and also a song called
“Stop the war“ with its catchy
reggae rhythm”.

Play 4 youth act 4 society
From 16th to 28th of February, AJ Inter participated
in “P4YA4S” an Erasmus + project in Pärnu, Estonia.
The project had two
main topics, the first
one was self discovery
and learning about the
impact of life script on
personality, and the
second
one
was
learning soft skills
through theatre.
In this project we were
involved in completely
new surroundings as we
stayed in a sports venue
in the middle of a forest
near Pärnu. The weather
and the group of people
created
an
amazing
atmosphere where we all
enjoyed the activities and
time together.

We spend the time together with people from
different countries : Georgia, Belgium, Croatia and
Macedonia. It was amazing to discover new cultures
and people’s opinions and beliefs. Since the
beginning of the project all of us tried our best to
connect with people and create bonds, it worked
amazingly !

FUN FACTS

I'M EXCITED FOR...

Art class
Making new friends

FUN FACTS
The activity showed us how varied people‘s opinions
from different parts of Europe can be and how they
perceived Europe. We did a lot of theatre activities,
mainly improvisation ones we learnt a lot of soft skills
and also how to express ourselves through theatre.
We also did a lot of debates that were very enriching
and made us think about other realities that are not
ours. In short, an amazing experience that made all
of us enjoy a lot, meetin new people, improve our
EXCITED FOR...
language and I'M
communication
skills and the most
important thing, discover ourselves and a completely
Art wait
classto live the nextErasmus
new country, we cannot
Making new friends
+ adventure.

Let's focus on improvement:
My mid-term training
Living in another country for a long time is certainly not easy. It
brings a huge variety of challenges you have to be aware of and
some of them can be a lot harder than you might assume: The
biggest challenge by far is the fact that you are thrown into a
completely new culture going along with a different style of living.
You have to find social contacts in a foreign language, and handle
living on your own with a low budget…. And that's not even about
the work part and its challenges. To handle those challenges, the
European Commission supports ESC volunteers with some training
seminars before, during and after your project. They are helpful to
learn how to fit in, support your personal development, reflect on
your learning process and connect to other people.
From 04th to 08th of April, I participated in my mid-term training.
together with 40 other volunteers living in Spain. In this article, I
want to share some of my learnings and experiences. But why is it
important for you? Most of the tasks we did can be also used to
improve the quality of your life significantly. Therefore, I want to
give you a little challenge at the end of this article that you can use
to set up your own goals and bring some mindfulness to your life.
Although the seminar took place online the coordinators did a
great job to increase our interest, by adding Energizers and
Icebreaking games: They challenged us to be the fastest to bring a
toilet paper roll and we were given interesting questions to connect
in smaller groups. I met people from all over Europe e.g. Spain,
France, Germany, Turkey and a lot more. I even recognized some
familiar faces by people I met during my on-arrival training.

The workshop was not only about connecting but also for
everyone to reflect on their learning process. One task consisted
of drawing a picture of ourselves before, during and after the
project. Although I am not an excellent drawer I reminded myself
of how much I learned during the project. In my before-picture, I
painted myself as a person, who didn’t really know what he
wanted from his life, who planned one step of going to Spain, to
develop himself, but what he is going to learn. In my 2nd drawing,
I painted myself a lot happier and upright. In Spain, I learned
more about who I am, what I am capable of, and also to be
comfortable with my weaknesses. Also the manner of prioritizing
and saying "no". In these tasks, I began to appreciate more what I
overcame here. I mean, it has been 4 months I've been here and I
am still alive (which is something)! I made a lot of friends and
implemented projects like language courses and our KA3 project.
Last but not least, I became capable to have spoken in Spanish.
So being abroad gave me a lot in my personal development!
Now, after I told you about my experience, I want to challenge
you: Take a pen and a paper and write down 10 challenges you
have accomplished in your life. It can be smaller happenings, like
finishing a school project, reading a book, or implementing a new
habit but also bigger ones, such as living in another country for
some time or winning a competition. After that, write down 10
aspects of your life that you want to improve or accomplish in the
future. Decide on the one that is the most important for you and
begin to think about how you can implement it in your life. This is
my call to action to change something now! If you want to achieve
something you have to start small:

IF YOU WANT A BIG CHANGE,
START SMALL!
A very wise person

Erik

Liberty vs security : do we have to
choose during Covid 19 restrictions?
“Those who would give up essential
Liberty, tu purchase a little temporary safety, deserve
neither Liberty nor safety”. That quote from Benjamin
Franklin often comes up in the context of new technology
and concerns about government surveillance. However, it
has also reappeared during the outcry. Could we
harmonise the notion of liberty with the notion of security?

Security

Liberty

First of all, there is no peremptory answer to that question.
However one thing is almost sure. Too much liberty can be
dangerous for the security. Too much security can be
perilous for the liberty. “Free and sure; not free but sure;
sure but not free and not free unsure”. Can you see how
intricate is this question ?
During the outcry, how could we use our freedom of
movement when this use could be dangerous for the
health of some people (especially old people and people
with co morbidity).

Meanwhile, how could we limit our freedom of movement
(one of the most important liberty we have) but we had not
realised how essential what this liberty before Covid 19?
Civil liberties are now concerned about what rights are
being sacrificed for countermeasures against the
coronavirus. How can countries best prepare for future
pandemics without infringing upon rights and liberties ? Is
it legal for a government to track its citizens and
preventatively restrict the movement of possibly infected
individuals?
Indeed as you have seen this topic has more questions
than answers but does not admit a specific answer. Let’s
try to answer in two different ways : a legal one and a
moral or philosophical one.
The legal answer : Governments are responsible for
protecting their citizens and ensuring their health and
safety, and in extreme situations, this protection may
include the temporary suspension or limiting of civil
liberties for the sake of public health. However, these
measures must meet a number of criteria in order to be
credible, acceptable and legal, including that they be
limited in scope and duration, have general applicability
(not limited to certain populations), be based on legal
norms, be proportionate to the situation, respect human
dignity, and be subject to review.

Unfortunately, a number of countries are taking advantage
of the current COVID-19 global pandemic to implement
repressive measures under cover of “public health
protection.” These actions are taking place in the context of
14 years of democratic decline, according to freedom
house and a resurgence of authoritarianism.
The philosophical answer : freedom is not something
given, it is a temporary situation to be grasped. We grasp it
when we can apply our will to our impulses and instincts.
However, this seizure is not always certain, as we easily let
our guard down in times that stress us out. This is why we
need the outer force of the law to control us and make us
reconsider our actions in order to protect our safety and
that of others who we might afflict. Then, as for security, it
has no reason to exist except in the protection of the
exercise of freedom.
First of all, security, pushed to the limit in the sense of
absolute control in politics, risks drifting into a radical
opposition to the idea of freedom. By definition, the
vocation of the State is to provide citizens with all the
advantages of security and freedom : the tacit meaning of
the notion of Rule of law. Rule of law is a principle under
which all persons, institutions, and entities are accountable
to laws that are: publicly promulgated, equally enforced,
independently
adjudicated, and
consistent with
international human rights principles.

AJ Inter Team live on Instagram!
Nowdays, the use of social media has become a
necessary daily activity, especially for youngsters. Social
media is often used for social interaction and access to
any kind of news and information, and decision making.
It is a valuable communication tool with others locally
and worldwide, as well as to share, create, and spread
information. Since Instagram rules the world of social
media and most of youth are using it our team decided
to have conduct 2 IG Live Q&A sessions.
Both live sessions were conducted
by AJ Inter's ESC volunteer, Marni,
as the host. First session was
about promoting the European
Solidarity Corps and its values. All
the rest ESC volunteers - Johanna,
Erik, Louis and Jorge - were asked
about their experiences but they
mostly spoke and explained basic
rules of the Programme, its
benefits and the rights of
voluteers. Second session was
about the KA3 Projects and its
aims and activities. Apart from
Johanna, invited speakers were AJ
Inter's president José Antonio and
our tutor Hande.
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